Ladies Ladies Ladies

TG is 90 this year, do you have your

OCCASION THE BLACK COUNTRY LIVING
MUSEUM WILL BE SHOWCASING EMMA
SPROSON;

DATES FOR THE EXPOSE ARE:

Monday 22" July

Wednesday 7t August

Thursday 8t August

Monday 12t August

Tuesday 13t August

Wednesday 215t August

Thursday 22"9 August



Times will be posted on the web site, Face Book
and Twitter.

No Concessions BUT Pay for one visit and you get
an unchained annual pass valid for 12 months.

Don’t forget to wear your rosettes stand out be
proud.

Emma Sproson

A formidable woman who dared to go against the protocol that society had
put in place.

Emma knew that women of the time were intelligent and strong and
tenacious and she couldn’t understand they were not treated in that way.

From an early age Emma knew her own mind. She was not going to be
shackled to a kitchen sink, having seen her mother struggle in poverty to
bring up herself and her six brothers and sisters and living with a heavy
drinking father. Emma ran errands and picked coal off the local tips

and slag heaps to help out.

‘Emma’s dad was a big drinker at the Bacchus that Emma mentions is the name of the pub.’
Dave Sproson, Great-Grandson

Her retorts were quick and showed a defiance not known of from someone
of her class and stature.

Emma’s story is as yet virtually untold but she was a woman before her
time. She was self-taught. At around 9 years of age she went into service
and did not attend school any longer but made up for this by reading every
book she could whilst in the household to better her education.

Things didn’t get any easier for her. When she was 13 she went to work in
a shop, but was dismissed after accusing the owner’s brother of making
sexual advances towards her. Moving to Lancashire to find work, Emma



taught at a Sunday school and joined a church debating society, so
earning how to argue in a public arena.

Attending a public political Emma asked Lord Curzon a question which he

refused to answer as "she was a woman and did not have the vote". It is
believed that this was the defining moment in her conversion to women's
suffrage.

So how did a woman of working-class birth with a drunk as a father rise so

She was determined. She became a suffragist, then a militant
suffragette who was both arrested and imprisoned.

‘Emma was pregnant with my Dad, George Herbert when incarcerated.’

Emma eventually turned her back on the Suffragettes and joined the
Women's Freedom League (WFL), to become a peaceful Suffragist once
more. The President of the Women’s Freedom League was Dame Margaret
Corbett Ashby whose legacy is T.G, or Townswomen’s Guilds, who are still
going strong today.

Emma also became a member of the Women’s Tax Resistance League,
who refused to pay tax in protest against disenfranchisement.

In May 1911 she was sent to prison for seven days for refusing to pay for
a dog licence. By this time she was married to Frank Sproson who was
supportive of the movement for women's suffrage and of her throughout

her life. She went on hunger strike and was reclassified as a political
prisoner. Her dog was shot by the police.

Iin 1919 and 1920 Emma stood in local elections for the Labour Party in the
Wolverhampton Park ward, but was unelected. In 1921 she stood in the
Dunstall ward, where she was successful. In doing so, she became
Wolverhampton's first female councillor. To mark her victory she waved a
red flag from the balcony of Wolverhampton town hall, which earned her
the nickname "Red Emma".

She served on committees dealing with health, particularly mental health,
and housing for single mothers. In late 1922 she exposed financial
corruption at the local fever hospital, although the subsequent
investigation rejected the allegations.

‘Emma sneaked into Moxley Isolation unit via the back doors as she had heard that
the patients were not getting the food that the relatives were leaving, this caused an
almighty raucous.’

She was censured by the Labour Party as a resulit.



Emma successfully defended herself at the local by-election in 1924, but
left the Labour Party before the next election in 1927. She stood as an
independent candidate but lost, which marked the end of her activity in
political life.

Agi Ch, a specialist fine art photographer from the West Midlands and Sara

Trayers Townswomen'’s Guilds visited Dave Sproson, Emma Sproson’s grandson in his
home in Dudley, West Midlands to look at his memorabilia and talk to him about his
Grandmother Emma.

Photographs by Agi Chi
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Women's Social & Political Union.
116, PORTLAND STREET, MANCHESTER
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Emma Llopd Sprogon




SPROSON

And Don't " Luce” Emma Down,

Printed and Published by W. Willetts, Heath Town, Wolverhampton.

Mrs Srogon (Luce)
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VOTES FOR WOMEN.

MRS. SPROSON, & *

Mrs Sproson







VOTES FOR WOMEN.

Mrs. PANKHURST

The Women's Social & Political Union, 4 Clement’s Inn, Strand, ¥.C.
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Wolverhampton Municipal Elections—Tuesday, March 22nd, 1927.
DUNSTALIL WARD.

ONE for SPROSON X

Committee
Room—

32
Dunstall
Road

near
Christ Church

Meetings:
Tuesday, March 15th, at 7-30 p.m.,
St. Andrew's Schools, Coleman Street.
Friday, March 18th, at 7-30 p.m.,
Christ Church Schools, Leicester Street,

Saturday, March 19th, at 7-30 p.m.,
Dunstall Road (near Christ Church).

Printed & Published by Frank J, Tustin, 60 Clarence Street, Wolverhampton,



Votes For Women

The Struggle for the Vote in
the Black Country 1900-1918

George J. Barnsby
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Emma Sroson, London. circa R obember 1911 .
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From Left
Mrs B ¥ Nevington, Mrs Emma Sproson,
Mrs BHow Martin, Mrs Despard.
Migs Tite.




Emma Sproson 2nd left.
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As a result of TG getting involved with the People’s Picture, we did hours and hours of
research on Emma as we knew that she had links with TG we hoped that she would become
the Face of Suffrage.

Sara Trayers, TG National Recruitment Officer, got to know her Great-grandson and he and

Image Credit Agi Ch & Dave Sproson



Image Credit Agi Ch & Dave Sproson

Image Credit Agi Ch & Dave Sproson



Image Credit Agi Ch & Dave Sproson



TG Honorary National Treasurer at New Street Station
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TG Chairman ]Venrny Rideout with Dave Sproson at New Street Station
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TG national Vice-Chairman Beryl Hales at New Street Station
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People
Picture

Sara Trayers, TG National Recruitment Officer with TG members at New Street
StationTG at New Street Station



